ENVI RONVENTAL PROTECTI ON' AGENCY
[ ]

Notice of Availability for Draft Guidance on

Design of Flexible Air Permts (Wite Paper Nunber 3)

AGENCY: Environnental Protection Agency (EPA)
ACTION: Notice of Availability
SUMVARY: As part of EPA's ongoing efforts to inprove
i npl enentation of the air permtting progranms, we are making
avai l abl e for public review a draft of our pendi ng gui dance on
the design of flexible air permts (Wite Paper Nunber 3). This
docunent provides guidance to State and | ocal permtting
authorities on how they can choose to design air permts that
provi de sources with nore operational flexibility while ensuring
that they still nmeet all substantive and procedural requirenents
of title Vof the Clean Air Act and the operating regul ati ons EPA
pronmul gated at part 70 of title 40, chapter | of the Code of
Federal Regul ations. Wile not mandatory, we woul d encourage
permtting authorities to use this guidance where all owed by
their regulations and as their resources and needs dictate.

In no instance would this guidance all ow sources to not
conply fully with any applicable requirenent; it only presents

nore flexible approaches for doing so. Were State regul ations



allow, the guidance is potentially useful in designing permts
for sources that nake frequent operational changes which nust be
made in a tinmely manner, generally to neet changi ng demands in

t he marketplace. W believe that the draft will al so advance
high priority goals within the Agency to: (1) encourage
pol I ution prevention; (2) assure adequate public participation;
(3) pronote equal or better environnmental protection; and (4)
facilitate opportunities for sources to conply in a smarter, nore
efficient fashion.

A draft of this guidance is available for public review for
downl oadi ng off the internet (see ADDRESSES). W do not intend
to respond to individual comments, but rather to consider
comments and information fromthe public in the preparation of a
final guidance docunent. |In addition to comments about the
appropri ateness of the guidance itself, we wel cone ideas about
how to communi cate its approaches in a clear, concise way. W
recogni ze that this gui dance addresses issues of a very conpl ex
nature and wll work, where possible, to incorporate nore plain
| anguage concepts in the final version.

DATES: The review period for this docunment will close on [insert
date 30 days fromthe date of publication]. Any comments on the
draft gui dance nust be submtted to EPA by that date.

ADDRESSES: The draft gui dance can be accessed at

http://ww. epa. gov/ttn/oarpg/. Coments should be sent to

M chael Trutna, Information Transfer and Program I ntegration



Division (M>12), U S. EPA Research Triangle Park, North
Carolina 27711, tel ephone 919-541-5345, telefax 919-541-4028, or

E-mai|l trutna. m ke@pa. gov.

FOR FURTHER | NFORMATI ON CONTACT: M chael Trutna at the above
address or Roger Powell, Information Transfer and Program
Integration Division (M>-12), U S. EPA, Research Triangle Park,
North Carolina 27711, tel ephone 919-541-5331, tel efax 919-541-

5509, or E-mmil powell.roger @pa. gov.

Dat e John S. Seitz, Director
Ofice of Alr Quality Pl anning
and St andar ds



